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Bronze Statuary
To Grace Hotel

By Stan Mandel '
In the sun-dvenched | Santa
Rosa Valley, six mlles rcast of
Camarlllo, a youihful artist this
week will complele a decorative

“lsculpture piece In netal whiel

will adorn the entranceway (o
4  plush  DBeverly Iills )otel
scheduled 1o open thls sununer,

To \Wiiliam: Rotsler it will he
the “blggest thing” he's done

Hin his five years of sculpture

worky, andd he’s “proud of it
The sculpture pliece, consist-
ing of three “anclent-type” tow-
construeled of  hronzeavill
he placed in an cight-inch deap
cireular pool near the entrdnco

of the Beverly Hillon 1Totel at
- Wilshire and Sanla Mownlca
houlevards.

The hostelry, another addition
to the world-wide Conrad Hil-

“fton  chain,was orginally sched-

uled to open June 1, Delays are
expecled to postpone the galn

J[opening until later Iln the sum-
yjmer,

Blg Troject
One tower will he 25 feel high,

2 second will reach skyward for

21 feel. J3olh will he composed

‘lof four giant *‘balls” of siripped| |
tower|

bronze pleces. A third

of one such “bhall” will be 14

-(leet hiigh.

The three {owers will be
placed close together within the

ini2-foot pool to form a coloriul

fountain,
Six-inch pipe will run up the
center of the towers carrying

.|vater to the top of each, allow-
Jing it to flow down the brass-

plated sides. A pumping system
installed beneath the pool will
circulzle the water,

Calared glcs wltl cover the

YOUTHFUL ARTIST, William Rotslm

holds mocel for his
sculpiured bronze fountain piece which will adorn the en-
tranceway -to the Beverly ililton Tlotel in Beverly Hills. The
three towers will be placed in a circular
will be 23 feet high,
feet high.

pool. One tawer

second 21 feet high, and the third 14
+

County Sculptor C omplehng Giant Task

botiem qf ihe pool and cdlared
lights, operated hy electronic
dimmers, will e placed inside
of Lthe tawers {o present a con-
tinuously ehanging lightlng of-
fect through the flowlng water.

$15,000 Jobh

Conslruotwn of the pool and
foumtain will cost the hotel own-
ers $45,000 including tho punp-
ing system, lightlng aud finish-
Ing tanches, Rotsler will receive
$6.500 {for his part of Lthe display.

The 2B-year-old arlist hegan
wark on the project some six
memlhs ago at his father's 200-
acre walnut and eitrus Rancha
Santa Rosa in the valley,

The youth's workshop Iy &
farge corrugated huilding which
Is used by his father, Charies
Rotsler, as a storage shed dur-
ing harvest season., When not
buslly engaged ‘in sculpturing,
young Rotsler douldles az fore-
man on the ranch,

Rotsler’s art background dates
back to 1950 when he completed
312 years of sludy al the Los
Angeles Counly Art Institete,
Defore. that he had attended
Veunlura College for a year
studying some art, Me gradu-
atedd from Oxnard Union High
School In 1944,

Little Scalptwing
“The funny thing about my
art education,”  Rotsler com-
mented, “is that 1 never studied
any sculpturing. It was always
some other phase of art,
“1 slarted doing sculplure
work five years ago,” he said,
“hut its been only during the
past three years that l've heen
eatning mast of my income
from it."”

Beginning with sculplures In
both wire and melal, Rolsler
now specializes solely in metal
work.

Most of his past work has
been metal wall mrals, Only
2 few have heen in wire. He

fountaln, iz Willlam Rotsler,

taing to his credlt. Mis work
adorns facades in Chicago, New
York, Florida and In (he Los
angeles area.

His work was all done at-the
Ventura Counly ranch. He wil}
ship the parts to the site with
full instructions for assembly,

TEow They'ro Mile

In constructing the glant
“balls” for the towers HRolsler
hegan with smooth sheels o©f
one-cighth-inch  thick hronze.
The sheels were then cut Inle
strips ahout six Inches wide and
tapeted at the ends where they

also has sewveral smatler foun-

were welded togelher to formjs
the “balls"

SURRCGUNDED by Glant Bronze “Balls”

S i oA

ta be used in

arlist of Santa Rosa Valley,

Rotsler then used hot (orches

to “puddle” he brenze to build
up the sterface (o forin an illu-
sion of depih. leat applied to
the top side of the strips melled
the Iwanze and splallered the
metal to produce a rough sur-
fuce paltern,

He expected (o complete the
project {his week and send it
down to Los Angeles by truck.
IL will take a week Lo assemble
it theve,

Rotsler noted that he spemds
an average -of seven hours a
day at his sculpture work, As-

sisting him with the project is
|a friend, John Irving
Angclcq

the construction of g

sculplured

Hehind him is a storage shed
uscd as his workshop on hls father's walnut aud citrus ranch,

—Press-Courler I'holo

Living with Retsler at the
ranch s hiz wife, Abney, who
is an arlist in her own rvight.
Using (he professional name of
Abney Stevenson, she has done
wcting and singing in the mov-
ies, They have a slx-month-old
daughter, Ii:a,

Alzg preparing artwork  for
the hotel is Bernard Rosenthal,
creatar of the recently complet-
cd conlvoversial slatue at the
lais. Angeles Tolice Building.
e iy jreparing a  sculpturecd
Il-foul widde star-type piece for

of Los|merous

the hotel' s lahby. e has vyisit-
ctl Rotsler at the ranch on nu-
occassions  to conler
wilth him on the foutttain,
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